
Summary of Quiet Lanes questionnaire results 

Travel Most of the 
time 

Sometimes Rarely Never No answer 

Drive 41 23 2 1 3 

Walk 32 33 3 1 1 

Cycle 12 30 7 16 5 

Horse ride 0 2 5 54 10 

Bus 0 3 12 46 10 

 

Heard of quiet lanes Yes No 

 14 56 

 

Is it a good idea Yes No No answer 

 59 10 1 

 

What are your reasons for your answer to the previous question? 

It would feel safer to walk/cycle on lanes knowing traffic speeds were restricted 

makes drivers aware of walkers 

Slimbridge has a high volume of horse riders and cyclist 

Some car drivers do not leave enough room overtaking cyclists and walkers. 

Walk up and down with a pushchair regularly dead  

I do actually agree in part. Too much traffic from visitors to WWT and others going to the pub and the camp site to make it work properly through the main village. 
The traffic problems have been exacerbated in recent times due to the massive numbers of delivery drivers and private refuse collections to WWT, the pub, the 
campsite, wild goose lodge and the Black Shed. Farm traffic has increased a great deal both in size and speed and gets worse each year with the horrendous 
intensive farming methods now implemented. Slimbridge is really not like a normal quiet village off he A38. However Quiet Lanes, could work in Ryalls Lane, 
Moorend Lane and Lightenbrook Lane and further afield in Gossington.  

The lanes are not all that safe for horse riders, cyclists, pedestrians 

While Slimbridge has public footpaths there  



So that those of us who chose to live in a rural area can have more peaceful lanes to enjoy on foot, bike or horse. 

As I walk and cycle around the lanes it would be good if motorists were made aware of us and also a reduced speed limit would ensure a more pleasant 
environment to enjoy my leisure activities. 

to enable local residents to enjoy their village 

We live near lane and when we are out walking our dogs people seem to think it's ok to go speeding past and have no consideration for others. 

Safety 

I don’t think we have a problem with speeding within the village. Of course, you get the odd idiot but mostly people respect the speed limit. 

Rural areas like this are blighted by speeding cars 

I live on Moorend Lane and very often walk the dog with my young family along the lanes. Having quieter safer lanes would be fantastic for us as I am very nervous 
of what’s coming around the corner and at what speed.  

Preserves rural environment and protects and provides safe area for walkers, cyclists, riders and runners with minimal vehicular traffic. 

The speed of drivers is hazardous to many and it's spoiling are lovely quiet village especially on the straight stretches  

They are a good idea as a) it is likely there will be more homes in the area over the next ten years, so we need to manage the infrastructure b) it will provide more 
confidence for people walking around the lanes - hopefully the traffic will slow down, and c) it will encourage vehicles to be more aware of others on the lanes and 
slow down. 

Any measures to increase safety will benefit everyone  

It usually puts responsibility on car drivers -when other road users can act irresponsibly. 

Using the lanes in anything but a car has become extremely hazardous over the last few years.  Too many parked vehicles and high speeds play a large part in this. 

Cars going to fast  

To be able to walk or family cycle ride or walk my dog without getting killed.cars travel way too fast down these lanes i have had too many close encounters 

in days gone past we, as a family, used to walk or cycle the lanes and enjoy peaceful, safe experiences. In latter years walking for exercise locally was very much 
part of our life and even though we encountered more vehicular traffic as years went on the lanes were easier than the footpaths for our aged frames. Now , though 
sadly we can no longer walk far, the traffic volumes, both cars and speeding cyclists, would have limited such activity. A return to something like what it once was 
would be beneficial for community cohesion (we used to meet and talk to many neighbours on our walks) and health  

The highway code states that horse riders and cyclists should ride in single file on single track roads, this does not happen in Moorend Lane. Moorend Lane is used 
by racing cyclists more than by leisure cyclists. Slimbridge has an extensive network of public footpaths and they provide miles of safe walking, well away from the 
terror of gangs of racing cyclists. Walkers are well provided for in Slimbridge and inconsiderate cyclists/horse riders do not need special privileges 

I used to walk or cycle down to the Patch / Canal, but now I think the volume / speed of the traffic makes it too dangerous. 

Safer use of lanes when walking or cycling 

I regularly walk and cycle on lanes within the parish without a problem.  I do not believe there is a problem with speeding or inconsiderate drivers.  Most think of 
others and the behaviour of ones that don't is unlikely to be changed.  Extra signage and expense on quiet lanes seem a waste of money.  I would rather see money 
spent on replacing stiles with kissing gates to make footpaths more accessible, thereby allowing more people to use them. 



They restore the balance of user interests - car owners otherwise tend to think they have priority 

This is where we live, and we need to be safe from danger. These lanes were made for the residents to use in all the ways mentioned with the maximum safety for 
all. 

as a keen walker, runner and cyclist in the area it would offer a safer and cleaner road netwrok 

too much traffic and too fast traffic 

A road is really for traffic and people need to be alert to danger.  

I think that the roads should be shared anyway, as in the highway code. If some roads are designated as Quiet Lanes, it implies that drivers do not have to be 
considerate or share the road in other places. 

Minor country roads should not be treated as race tracks and rat runs by car/van/lorry drivers. They should be safe places for use by walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders in addition to minimal motorised traffic using the road only for access to places along it.  

So that all users can share the roads safely.  

I don't think signage is effective 

Car drivers drive too quickly through the lanes and village - particularly down to the WWT 

It would be great to slow traffic down so that walking on the road feels safer 

In principle a lovely idea, but in reality, it is not suitable for Slimbridge. St Johns / Kingston Road is already overcrowded without pushing more traffic onto it. We 
need the opposite, improving of minor lanes to spread the traffic burden. 

to bring back some sort of normality, unfortunately our main road through Slimbridge is more like a motorway 

narrow lanes used by walkers, horses and cyclists some car / van users drive without due consideration 

an area that is used for leisure and enjoyment would be a much safer place 

we live in an area where there is a very popular site which is visited throughout the year by a lot of cars 

all lanes are too dangerous for all, too many potholes. The main road from Slimbridge roundabout to WWT can never be designated a quiet lane. It desperately 
needs widening to accommodate the amount of traffic that uses it. Resurfacing also! 

having 60mph limits on lanes frequently walked is dangerous 

we live on Kingston Road at its narrowest point and frequently see broken wing mirrors and occasionally 'alpha-male stand-offs' between drivers who refuse to 
reverse 

safer walking and driving 

not having come across this concept before, I'm uncertain what it involves, but cutting down traffic and speed has got to be a good idea 

I very much appreciate quiet lanes as I walk every day in Slimbridge about 2 miles, and would like to see more walkers 

traffic travels too fast. Heavy lorries are a menace and farm equipment far too big for small lanes. A speed limit and speed ramps would be ideal especially near 
houses 

to travel about the village without having to avoid cars. Not having to get on the verge every few minutes 

walkers, cyclists. Horse riders should have equal priority on the parish roads as vehicles 



because if you happen to live on a lane, we have enough trouble, with rude, inconsiderate cyclists that refuse to pull over to allow anyone pass and think they have 
the right to ride 2 or 3 abreast up lanes, and as for the speed they go!!! They are worse than speeding drivers 

enables everyone to enjoy a rural road 

yes however we are a care home in the village and we use the car to get people we support on activities, so use the car a lot 

enjoyment of peaceful country side 

far too much speeding seems to easy to climb up and squash the verge rather than reverse to a wider area 

safer for children, cyclists, walkers etc. might encourage more walkers and fewer cars 

because when walking down a quiet lane, traffic, including cyclists go far too fast so I have stopped walking the dog down lanes 

I use the lanes daily at different times and often have cars screeching to a halt and narrowly missing me and others. Its in constant use by walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders 

because the 60mph speed limit on the narrow lanes is not appropriate, and encouraging drivers to stick to main routes through the parish should be encouraged 

it will help warn traffic of walkers etc 

Slow cars/ lorries etc. Prioritise walkers and cyclists 

Roads safer 

To keep the tranquillity of the countryside 

Because when we are walking cars drive too fast for the road conditions and visibility 

Anything which improves awareness that people use these roads for walking on must be a good idea. Not only motorists are at fault either, many cyclists 
seem to use the lanes as a race track. 

 

 

If you answered yes, which lanes/roads do you think should be part of the Quiet Lanes network? 

Lightenbrook Lane, Moorend Lane, Longaston Lane, Ryalls Lane,  

Longaston Lane, Ryalls Lane, Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook Lane 

All 

Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook lane, Tyndall Lane, Longaston Road, Ryalls Lane, Dursley Road, Wisloe Road.  
St John’s Road, although it would be impractical to make it a quiet road as it is very busy with the WWT down at the end, as cars speed here, wider pavements 
would be good for the safety of pedestrians. Though horses appear to use our pavements regularly from the evidence they leave! 

Most especially single track or narrow 2 lane roads 

As above 



Ryalls Lane, Longaston Lane St John Lane 

Ryalls lane and the Old Dursley road  

the old Dursley rd and Wisloe rd 

Moorend, Lightenbrook, Longaston & Ryall’s. I’d love St John’s road to be too but that’s never going to happen with the WWT traffic. 

All the lanes around Slimbridge and its parish  

Particularly Churchend /Kingston but also Longaston Lane, Ryalls Lane 

Wisloe road, moorland lane   

Longaston lane, Lightenbrook lane, Moorend lane 

Ryalls lane, Longaston lane, Lightenbrook Lane and Moorend Lane 

Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook lane, St Johns Road, Longaston Lane, Kingston road 

Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook Lane, Dursley Road  

St John's road and Moore end lane 

Ryalls Lane, Long Aston Lane, Old Dursley Road, Kingston Lane, Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook Lane, Wisloe Road 

All C roads 

All minor roads around Cambridge and Slimbridge. 

St. John’s road 

Dursley road 

Moorend, Gossington, Lightenbrook, Longaston and Ryalls and at least sections of the road to the Patch 

A route to the Patch / Canal from Slimbridge Village 

Moorend Lane. Ryalls lane. Longaston lane. St John’s road 

Ryalls Lane, Longaston Lane, Lightenbrook Lane 

Ryalls Lane down to the canal and river, Longaston Lane, Old Dursley Road, Wislow Road. 

Churchend, Longaston Lane, Kingston Rd, Ryalls Lane, Moorend, Lightenbrook lane  

Ryalls Lane, Moorend lane Lightenbrook lane.  Ideally St Johns road but that would not work. 

Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook Lane, Tyndale Road, Slimbridge Lane, Longaston Lane, Ryalls Lane (upper and lower) 

St Johns Road, Moorend Lane, Longaston Lane, Ryalls Lane, Tyndale Road, Lightenbrook Lane 

St Johns Road all the way to WWT, Lightenbrook, Moorend, Ryalls 

Kingston Road, St Johns Road, Ryalls Lane, Longaston Lane, Lightenbrook Lane 



Lanes in another village that don’t serve as access to Gloucestershire's second biggest tourist attraction. In wake of WWT receiving £4.5million to attract more 
visitors now is the time to restrict traffic options 

Ryalls Lane, Moorend Lane, Longaston Lane, Slimbridge lane, Lightenbrook Lane, Troytown 

Ryalls Lane, Longaston Lane 

Ryalls Lane, Lightenbrook Lane, Moorend Lane from Slimbridge to Lightenbrook 

Moorend Lane, Longaston Lane 

it would seem your option to do nothing to improve the situation is to make quiet lanes. Perhaps I am missing something 

Longaston, Ryalls, Lightenbrook 

St Johns Road - Kingston Road and perhaps Newgrounds Lane. Most other roads in the parish are so narrow that they are already 'natural / organic' quiet lanes 

Moorend Lane, Lightenbrook lane, Ryalls lane, Longaston lane, Gossington lane 

Ryalls lane, Longaston lane, Lightenbrook lane, Moorend Lane 

all the lanes except through Slimbridge as this would be impractable 

all roads in the parish  

all Simbridge roads 

Lightenbrook Lane, Moorend Lane, Longaston Lane, Ryalls Lane,  

Moorend, Lightenbrook, Longaston & Ryall’s. I’d love St John’s road to be too but that’s never going to happen with the WWT traffic. 

all except St Johns Road because without cameras / police impossible to make 20mph stick 

any road that leads off the main road through the village and Cambridge 

Ryalls Lane, Longaston, Moorend, St Johns Road, Churchend, Kingston Road 

Moorend, Lightenbrook, Longaston, Ryalls, Wisloe / Dursley, Tyndale 

all of slimbridge 

All bar A38 and main road through Slimbridge 

Ryalls Lane, Moorend Lane, Longaston Lane 

As many as possible 

Ryalls Lane, Longaston Lane 

Longaston, Ryalls and Moorend Lane to Lightenbrook preferably to Tyndale road and including Tyndale Road 

 

 



What problems, if any, have you had using country lanes in the area as a walker, cyclist or horse-rider? 

Often not enough room for vehicles to pass when walking/cycling so have to get on to verge or get to a farm gate. Also, many 'blind' bends so concerned may be 
run over 

Cyclists going too fast and without bells 

Cars travelling to fast high volume of cars  

Being forced into a ditch by a van when cycling.  Being a whisker from a wing clip from a passing car when walking. 

Cars going to fast for the size of road 

As a walker, after the pavement ceases to exist it is a nightmare walking to Shepherds Patch. The huge increase in horse riders and farm vehicles using St Johns 
Road makes for a real hazard when the pavement ends as it is so busy with all kinds of traffic especially vans and lorries and farm vehicles. 

Have nearly been hit by speeding cars on a number of occasions 

Motorist as the speed limit is 60 mph and they like to prove they can do it. There are no pavement to get on unlike st john's rd with it's pavements and 30 mph limit. 

Cars going too fast 

Speeding cars and inconsiderate motorists 

Pushed into hedges/brambles, stinging nettles/pot holes by wide or speeding vehicles. Particularly caravans and speeding tractors which is very dangerous 

People driving too fast while out walking the dogs  

Blind bends esp. dangerous at night 

Horses and their mess 

Inconsiderate drivers 

Speeding cars  

Volume of traffic and space in narrow lanes when cycling  

People driving too quickly and inconsiderate 

Jumping into the verge when cars come past quickly.  

Potholes that restrict use of the road putting you in path of oncoming traffic. 

If no footpath is available- common sense needs to be used on both sides. 

Car drivers not paying attention and speeding/speaking on mobiles.  Barged off road by drivers (and cyclists) who feel they have right of way. 

Fast cars   

Though sadly the road down to The Patch is no longer a lane I have experienced close calls with cars in the past when walking on narrower parts and on the bends 
in particular. I addition Longaston has become rather busy and occasionally in the past I became very wary of some  areas with very poor visibility of oncoming 
vehicles and fast cyclists. 



Traffic too heavy and too fast on narrow lanes 

Speeding traffic 

Accessing them from footpaths where stiles are not easy to use for older people and dog walkers 

Dangerous driving (mostly speeding), inconsiderate and occasionally abusive drivers, vehicles too large for the road squeezing you up to the edge 

The fast speed of cars, vans and trucks, strict speed limits need to be enforced. Some vehicle drivers seem to think that we need to jump quickly off the lane for 
their important mission. 

Cars, HGV’s travelling too fast and not providing safe space 

As a walker and as a cyclist, traffic is too fast. 

We find all users including cars are extremely careful and friendly.  

people driving too fast for the conditions or visibility. Drivers passing too close to bikes, horses and walkers 

When I am cycling: impatient drivers, both oncoming and overtaking, not waiting for a wide enough place to pass with safety and consideration; vehicles appearing 
too fast round blind bends leaving little time for me to get on to the verge - in some places there isn't even a verge. 

Being forced onto the verge or into the ditch by speeding cars who do not slow down.  

Noisy gangs of cyclists shouting to each other and effectively blocking the road.  This is particularly prevalent at the weekends. 

Too fast - many do not stick to 30mph 

Too few passing places, Too many cyclists 

Car drivers driving too fast and having to brake quickly 

vehicles drive fast. At present no speed restrictions 

walker mainly, not usually many problems unless there are roadworks e.g. STW 

as a driver I get irritated by cyclists riding 2 a breast who block up the roads. Country lanes are too small. Very dangerous but no-one takes any action to improve 

motorists driving too quickly on blind bends. Drivers in the lanes are a danger to other road users by going too fast but still may not be exceeding any limits 

I have been struck by cars 3 or 4 times while walking 

No pavements, muddy verges 

None, pavements on 'main' road through village would be nice 

cars not slowing down enough - intimidating 

when walking or cycling I find car / lorry drivers pass close by and too fast 

walkers - no problems, horses will at least pull over so you can pass, as for cyclists they are a law unto themselves and should be banned from lanes 

almost being run over because cars don’t wait to stop when you are walking on a narrow road 

too much traffic when roads are frequently closed for water works etc causing lanes to be used as diversion routes 

Cyclists can come on you at speed and silence, as a walker 



Using Lightenbrook lane during roadworks (it was one way) I met a car and lorry traffic. I stopped a white van and told the driver he was going the wrong way down 
a one way street. I was told "f**k Off. I don't give a f**k. With that attitude what hope of enforcing a 20mph 

as a walker, cyclist who don’t let you know they are coming up behind you. Do they not use bells anymore? 

nearly being hit by cars - although my neighbour was hit by a car and is still recovering 6 months later 

fast cars flying around blind corners 

fast traffic 

Speeding traffic 

Driven off road 

Having to jump out of the way from cars that are travelling too fast 

 

Objectives Yes No No answer 

Encourage more considerate driving 63 2 5 

Reduce the amount of traffic on the lanes 45 7 18 

Reduce the amount of speeding vehicles 60 2 8 

Encourage more cycling 48 4 18 

Encourage more walking 58 1 11 

Encourage more horse riding 33 12 25 

 

Acceptable measures to set up Quiet Lanes Yes No No answer 

Quiet lanes signs displayed on simple wooden posts 51 6 13 

Revised road signage to defer traffic away from quiet lanes 44 10 16 

Replacement of fingerposts with more traditional styles in keeping with the area 41 10 19 

Reduced amount of traffic signs 18 25 27 

Narrow lane entrance signs to deter through traffic 53 9 8 

Verges built out of natural materials to narrow visual perception 44 14 12 

Rumble strips 35 21 14 

Better maintenance of verges and hedges 57 5 8 

Speed cameras 31 29 10 

 



Do you have any other comments? 

As Stroud District Council are thinking of building 1500 homes along Wisloe Road, quiet safe lanes I hope are achievable. To be able to move freely in the 
countryside is important for mental health and wellbeing. This is a way we commune with nature and say hello to a neighbour. This questionnaire is timely. 

Not speed cameras but signs which flash your speed do make people slow down. One as you come into Slimbridge, one before the village hall and one as you 
approach pump house bend, would I feel help. I stopped cycling a long time ago as it is really frightening at times and wouldn't ride a horse through the village if you 
paid me. I have seen a rider in difficulty which was spooked by slow traffic and they should be advised not to use St John's Road 

The sped limits on St Johns, Ryalls Lane and Longaston should be 30mph maximum, consistent with DfT guidelines on speed limits in rural areas.  

Let’s reduce the speed limits for old Dursley rd and Wisloe rd to 20 or 30 mph then it wouldn't come up on sat navs as the fastest route. Have stop signs for vehicles 
that come out of Wisloe rd business park as they seem to think they have right of way and pull straight across in front of you.  

Maintenance of road edges and hedges for cyclists and verges for walkers 

Dursley Road is still 60 mph, yet this is a regular route for horse riders and cyclists. Horse riders from the Wisloe Stables use Dursley Road on a daily basis and this 
is a regular route for cyclists rather than using the busy A38, which has a lower speed limit!  

Improve canal path to encourage cyclists, especially families, off the roads. 

Cars are the way of bringing tourists to area -and therefore NOT to be discouraged, but common sense needs to be employed on all sides and not disparaging cars- 
which always seems to be the first to be banned/restricted/vilified  

A good idea and long overdue. 

School parking is a major problem for the residents of Slimbridge  

I assume that this idea has come from a horse riding 'townie' recently moved into Slimbridge 

If it was safe, I would do more walking, at present limited to Village Centre and footpaths. 

The paved path between Slimbridge and the A38 (CSL31) is becoming covered over with grass.  It would be good to see it cleared.  It would make a good task for a 
community payback team. 

I'm not sure how many of these would make a difference in reality - wouldn't be able to put up speed cameras, for example. I'd favour a clear sign saying that 
walkers, cyclists etc are using the road and drivers may prefer to use an alternative route 

What a very good idea to help improve safety on the lanes.  

the safety of walkers, cyclist, riders and children must come first 

The trust creates a great deal of traffic which you cannot control. (unless you can close it which would be a good thing!) The parking at the school twice a day 
makes drivers use Ryalls lane as a rat run especially in the morning when the Wildfowl trust  staff are going to work.  

See previous comments about friendly and careful road users including car drivers.  

although I've said some things above are acceptable, I don't think they're necessary 

If cycling and walking are to be promoted in preference to car use, then the roads and lanes we use must be made safer for cyclists and walkers. Drivers must get 
the message that they are not the most important people on the road; slower road users are road users nonetheless so they should get a safe share of the use of 
the road. Also, Satnavs should not direct drivers down our narrow roads and lanes. Drivers should be routed along more major roads. 

And can we please sort out the parking at Slimbridge School.  It is chaos. We need long double yellow lines. Come on guys it is not rocket engineering!  



The lanes around the parish are essential routes for local farmers yet there is no mention of this.  They aren't just placing to take a leisurely stroll, they need to be 
shared in a respectful manner by all users.  Local farmers tell me it is virtually impossible to use some of the lanes at the weekends because mobs of cyclists simply 
make it impossible to move large agricultural vehicles.  Cyclists treat the lanes as theirs and refuse to stop or pull over.  Many of them appear to be riding bicycles 
with unsuitable tyres for country lanes and incapable of dismounting because they are clipped into the pedals.  One answer would be to remove the recommended 
cycle routes around the parish. 

there are already plenty of footpaths for walkers - improve these with better signage and better stiles. Consider shutting WWT Tuesday - Thursday. Shut caravan 
park October - March. These measures would greatly improve Slimbridge for all 

unfortunately, if you live in a popular area, everyone gets to hear about it and human nature makes them want to investigate 

residents also have a responsibility to drive considerately 

speed camera would seem to be a simple deterrent for those who like to drive faster than conditions should cause them to slow down 

I prefer speed display monitors which indicate speed to encourage motorists to keep within displayed speeding limits 

all lanes in Slimbridge are badly in need of upgrades so as to make it safe for all. Safety is ignored due to lack of money 

if the psychological effects of verges / rumble strips etc are working there should be no need for speed cameras. But will require careful consideration re siting to 
ensure considerate to home owners close to the road 

Ryalls lane is now used as a route to WWT as people avoid going past the school 

I feel it is not the volume of vehicles, but the lack of consideration by the vast majority of drivers that is the problem. They do not slow down enough and do not slow 
or stop to allow walkers, runners, cyclists, horses to pass at suitable points 

engage with speeding delivery firms and contractors 

we need use of driving and not reduced traffic as for our people we support driving is the only means of transport also staff getting to the home 

I think quite lanes are a lovely idea, but I wonder if this is realistic given a) most of these lanes are used as busy diversion routes and b) there is a proposed 1500 
additional houses in the parish 

Is it possible to do anything re the traffic around the school - very dangerous twice a day 

education and awareness is also necessary  

It would be great to have quiet lanes, but it would be even nicer to have a quiet environment, not possible whilst the Black Shed have incredibly loud 
music 

 


