
Slimbridge Parish Council – Canal & River Trust 
 
This document has been prepared by the Canal & River Trust (‘the Trust’) following a 
meeting to discuss moorings in the Patch area with Slimbridge Parish Council on the 
12th of April 2018. 
 

Questions and Answers 
 
What are the various types of moorings, generally? 

• Short-stay moorings along the towpath are available to all boaters for a period 
of 14 days, unless otherwise indicated at the mooring location.  

• Long term moorings (sometimes called permanent moorings or ‘home 
moorings’) are where boats can stay for the duration of any mooring permit 
granted by the Trust).  These may be leisure, residential, or trade moorings. 

• Leisure moorings are a type of long-term mooring used for leisure use where 
occupiers can stay on their boat for a short period of time, but it’s not their 
primary or sole place of residence. 

• Residential moorings are long term moorings which provide a primary or sole 
place of residence.  They require planning permission.  

• Trade moorings – these are allocated to specially licenced operators of 
commercial boats.  They may be used for short periods of time or be long 
term moorings.  Their purpose is to provide a service to waterway visitors, 
adding life and value to the local waterway environment.   
 

How long can boats moor in one location? 

• Boats on a home mooring can stay on their home mooring whilst they hold a 
valid mooring permit, and should cruise in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of their licence when away from their home mooring. 

• Boats without a home mooring must comply with the Trust’s Guidance for 
Boaters without a Home Mooring. 

 
How are boats monitored? 

• Information about how the Trust monitors boats is available on our website. 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/boating/licensing-your-
boat/boat-licence-customer-support-team/how-we-monitor-boat-movement  

• All boats must be licenced.  In order to obtain a licence, a boat must have 
insurance and a Boat Safety Scheme certificate; this covers safety aspects of 
the boat and not appearance. 
 

How many boats are permitted at the Black Shed moorings? 

• The lease permits moorings along a length of 440m shown between points ‘B’ 
and ‘D’ on the attached plan; the lease does not stipulate the number of 
boats. The mooring length permitted has not been changed since the current 
lease was granted in 2005. 

• These are leisure moorings – boats can be moored here as a home mooring 
but cannot be used as a primary or sole place of residence.  

• Under the lease, the tenant is responsible for the management of the 
moorings, including the use / occupation of the moorings and matters such as 
waste management. 

 
How many boats are permitted south of Patch Bridge? 

• The Trust operates 15 leisure moorings at Patch Bridge South. 
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