
 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan…. 
 

 needs the community to have their say in the future of 
their area. 

 

 can influence where new development is located, and the 
design, layout and materials used. 

 

 can help to ensure that new development is sympathetic to 
the surrounding area and meets the needs of the local 
community.   

 

 is a community-led framework for guiding the future 
development and growth of an area. It may contain a 
vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving the 
area or providing new facilities, or allocation of key sites for 
specific kinds of development.  

 

 relates to the use and development of land and associated 
social, economic and environmental issues.  

 

 may deal with a wide range of issues (like housing, 
employment, heritage and transport) or it may focus on 
one or two issues that are of particular importance in a 
local area.  

 

 must positively and sustainably seek to meet the 
development needs of their area – it will not stop 
development. 

 

 is a legal document with the same status as the Local Plan 
once it has undergone examination and referendum. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

What is a Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP)? 

“Neighbourhood planning gives people a major say in 
shaping development in their area. It gives communities 
the power to help decide where development should go, 
including the type and design of development they want 

to allow planning permission for.”  
Dept. for Communities & Local Government (DCLG) 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan cannot... 

 Conflict with the strategic policies in the Local Plan 
prepared by the local planning authority 

 Be used to prevent development that is included in the 
Local Plan 

 Be prepared by a body other than a parish or town 
council or a neighbourhood forum 

 Contain policies that are not land use planning policies 
(i.e. they cannot be delivered or achieved through 
planning) 

 



 

 

Typical things a Neighbourhood Plan might include: 
 

 The development of housing, including affordable 
housing (affordable housing is housing that is not 
normally for sale on the open market), and bringing 
vacant or derelict housing back into use. 

 Provision for businesses to set up or expand their 
premises. 

 Transport and access (including issues around roads, 
cycling, walking and access for disabled people). 

 Support the development of schools, places of worship, 
health facilities, leisure and entertainment facilities, 
community and youth centres and village halls. 

 The restriction of certain types of development and 
change of use, for example to avoid too much of one 
type of use. 

 The design of buildings. 

 Protection and creation of open spaces, nature reserves, 
allotments, sports pitches, play areas, parks and gardens, 
and the planting of trees. 

 Protection of important buildings and historic assets 
such as archaeological remains. 

 Promotion of renewable energy projects, such as solar 
energy and wind turbines. 

 
Source: https://planninghelp.cpre.org.uk 
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