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NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

What is a Neighbourhood Development Plan or NDP? 
A NDP is a community-led framework for guiding the future development, regeneration and conservation of an area. 
It is about the use and development of land and contains a vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving 
the area or providing new facilities, or allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development. 
 

What Does It Do? 
It may deal with a wide range of social, economic and environmental issues (such as housing, employment, heritage 
and transport) or it may focus on one or two issues only. These may be issues that are relevant to the whole 
neighbourhood or just to part of the neighbourhood.  
 

An NDP is a statutory document that will be part of the statutory development plan for the area, if successful at 
referendum. This statutory status gives Neighbourhood Plans far more weight than some other local documents, 
such as parish plans, community plans and village/community design statements. 
Neighbourhood Plan must comply with European and national legislation and must have appropriate regard to 
national policy and be in general conformity with existing local planning policy. 
 

The timeframe for the Neighbourhood Plan will be for communities to decide, a 5, 10, 15 or 20-year plan. 
A Neighbourhood Plan should not promote less development than that identified in the Local Plan (such as new 
housing allocations). It can allow greater growth levels & can specify policies and guidance on how new development 
should be designed, orientated and located. Neighbourhood Plans are a powerful tool in shaping the development of 
a neighbourhood.  

 

How Long Will it Take? 
Depending on how big your area is and the issues involved most NDP’s take about 2 years. Some can take longer. 

 

How much will it cost? 
The cost will very much depend on the complexity of your plan and the resources, skills available within your 
community and how much consultancy or external support you ‘buy in’. Costs can also depend on the geography 
and population of your designated area. The costs of the examination and the referendum will be the responsibility 
of your Local Authority, i.e. Stroud District Council. 
There is grant funding of up to £9,000 for the whole process available through Locality during the current three year 
programme 2015-2018. Match funding from the Parish/Town Council in ‘cash’ or in kind contributions (e.g. support 
from the Clerk as additional time) is advisable. 
Information on Locality administered grants:  http://mycommunity.org.uk/take-action/neighbourhood-
planning/support-grants/  

 

NDPs and Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy 
To help deliver their vision, communities that take a proactive approach by drawing up a neighbourhood plan and 
secure the consent of local people in a referendum, will benefit from 25% of the revenues from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy arising from the development that takes place in their area. In communities without an adopted 
Neighbourhood Development Plan, 15% is passed to local councils. 
“The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) allows local authorities in England and Wales to raise funds from developers 

undertaking new building projects in their area. The money can be used to fund a wide range of infrastructure that is needed as a 

result of development.” 

Above paragraph taken from https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/planning-and-building-control/planning-

strategy/community-infrastructure-levy  

Stroud District Council plan to implement CIL in April 2017.  
Full details can be found here https://www.stroud.gov.uk/CIL 
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What’s the difference between a Parish Plan, CDS and NDP? 

 

 What is it? Why carry out? 
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A document produced by the community relating to 
land use and planning, which when it has gone 
through all the required stages, including examination 
and referendum, becomes statutory. It will be 
referred to when any planning applications for that 
area are received. It shapes new development and can 
contain such actions as: 

 Provision of walking/cycling routes 

 Traffic management 

 Town/village centre 

 Utilities 

 Affordable housing 

 Sites for facilities/shopping/schools/play areas 

 New allotments 

 Local green spaces 

Opportunity through the Localism Act for 
communities to produce a statutory planning 
document specific to their area.  
 
They have a chance to influence and shape 
planning and development locally not just 
respond to planning applications. 
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As some urban communities are now producing what 
has always been known as Village Design Statements, 
they are now often termed Community Design 
Statements. This document is produced by the 
community, and  

 describes its distinctive character in its 
surroundings 

 identifies the landscape setting, the shape of the 
settlement and the nature of the buildings; 

 draws together design principles based on that 
distinctive local character/ sense of place. 

The focus is on how a development might look and 
not on whether or where development should 
happen. 

 To learn more about their own place, and 
what local people value, want to conserve 
and enhance 

 To give a community line of guidance 
against which any planning applications can 
be considered 

 To influence the emerging Local Plan 

 To give guidance for any development, so 
that it can be incorporated in pre-
application discussion 
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It sets out a vision for your community’s future, based 
on local research carried out by the community itself. 
It highlights important issues and the projects which 
need to be tackled. All sorts of issues. 
 
It is produced by the community, for the community. 
Once it has been produced, it will help the community 
to find funding and work together on projects that will 
make a difference locally. 
 

Local needs change over time and the 
population is constantly changing.  
“If you don’t know where you are going, how 
will you know when you have got there?” 
A Parish & Community Led Plan can: 

 Create a sense of community spirit & 
provide evidence of community needs 

 Encourage partnership working 

 Inform the Local Plan 

 Highlight projects which need involvement 
from Parish Council and other agencies 

 Give evidence to help local organisations 
apply for funding for projects 

 Get things done 
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