
Slimbridge Footpath Walk –Red Route 
 
Start: George Inn, Cambridge 
 
Length: This walk is 3km/1.9 miles. It is likely to be very muddy in wet weather and during the 
summer months long grass will be present. 
 
Please remember that all the land you are walking over is working farmland from which local people 
earn their living. Please observe the country code: 

1. Fasten all gates 
2. Keep dogs under control 
3. Take your litter home 
4. Keep to the footpaths 
5. Protect wildlife, plants and trees 
6. Avoid damaging fences and hedges 

 
Markers: Red background with footpath marker on 
 
Start by the finger post at the front of the George near the River Cam. Cross the garden and follow 
the river through the pub garden. Climb a stile then follow the river for 120m, then cross over the 
wooden bridge. Turn right to get to a stile. 
Here is an alternative route: To follow the footpath bear left keeping the old River Cam on your left. 
After 200m cross straight across the field to a stile and then straight onto a bridge. 
There is an alternative route kindly offered by the land owner which is to bear right and to keep the 
river on your right for 300m then through the gate to the bridge. 
Cross the bridge and immediately turn right. Follow the river bank for 300m then cross the stile and 
turn left to join on Ryalls Lane. Turn right then left at the finger post 10m on and enter the field. You 
can see the church spire ahead. Follow the hedge on your left for 400m. Cross the stile and turn right 
follow the path along the hedge then across the field. Cross the stile then walk about 150m towards 
the church. Turn sharp left and pass beneath a nearby oak tree, then straight on through the kissing 
gate. Walk past the pole in the middle of the field and keep straight on towards the house on the far 
side of the field. In the corner of the field is a kissing gate. Follow the path 100m to the A38. Turn left 
on the A38 and walk 500m back to the George Inn passing through Cambridge 
 
Points of Interest: Cambridge was the site of a mill as early as the twelfth century and the river 
played an important part in its development. The river was used not only to power the mill, but after 
the Gloucester-Sharpness canal was completed, boats carried materials to and from the mill. 
Originally the mill was a clot mill but later became a saw mill. The River Cam has been extensively 
diverted to reduce flooding. Evidence of this flooding can be seen by the flood marker post on the 
Village Green. The river has been straightened which accounts for the two parts of the river just 
beyond the George Inn. The pumping station at Pillhead controls the water levels in times of flood. 
Many of the footpaths in the village lead towards the imposing local fifteenth century church and 
good views of this and the nearby rectory can be obtained from Pillhead onwards 
 


