
Slimbridge Footpath Walk -Green Route 
 
Start: Slimbridge Legion – you can park at the Slimbridge Legion, or The Village Hall near the Church. 
 
Length: This walk is about 7km/4.5miles. It is likely to be very muddy in wet weather and during the 
summer months long grass will be present. 
 
Please remember that all the land you are walking over is working farmland from which local people 
earn their living. Please observe the country code: 

1. Fasten all gates 
2. Keep dogs under control 
3. Take your litter home 
4. Keep to the footpaths 
5. Protect wildlife, plants and trees 
6. Avoid damaging fences and hedges 
7. Take care on the canal bank 

 
Markers: Green background with footpath marker on 
 
Start at the Slimbridge Legion and climb the stile at the end of the car park. Follow the hedge to the 
left for 300m until you reach some rails on your left. Climb them and then follow the hedge to the 
right for 275m. Cross the ditch and climb the stile near the corner of the field. Go straight across the 
field to a stile. Climb it and cross a small field to a stile onto the road. Turn right and go 20m along 
the road and through the gate on the right. Follow the hedge to the right for 10m then carry straight 
on across the field to a stile. Climb the stile and turn left and go 40m to a stile. Head towards the 
brick cottage near the corner of the field and climb the stile onto Moorend Lane. Turn left and go 
60m then turn right along Lightenbrook Lane. Follow the lane for 600m until it crosses a small 
stream then turn left at the finger post. Climb the stile and cross to the opposite corner of the field 
near the large Ash tree. Cross the bridge and head towards the pole in the middle of the field then 
on over the stile straight ahead. Cross the small paddock and cross the ditch onto the road. Turn left 
and follow road past the Tudor Arms. Cross the canal and turn right and follow the tow path to the 
next bridge and cross the canal again. 
Warning: After rain this part of the walk is very muddy and could be unsuitable for the elderly or 
young children. Go 15m then turn right through the gate then turn left and follow the large ditch 
400m to a gate. Go through the gate and turn right across the field. Go through the gap in the hedge. 
Follow the hedge to the left through the gate. Follow the hedge to the right to the stile 
Cross Longaston Lane and go over the stile. Head straight across the field to the large Willow tree. 
Turn right and go to the stile. Turn right and follow the path along the hedge then across the field. 
Cross the stile then walk towards the church keeping the rectory to your left. Enter the churchyard 
then turn right and out onto St Johns Road. Turn left and follow the road400m back to the start of 
the walk. 
 
Points of Interest: Slimbridge is known worldwide for its Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust where visitors 
can see many species of birds and where conservation work and research is carried out. It can be 
seen from the canal bridge at Shepherds Patch. The canal is now little used for commercial traffic 
but is extremely busy in the summer months with tourist craft. It is also regularly used by anglers. In 
the latter part of the walk by Hopehouse Farm orchards can be seen. At one time almost all local 
farms would have had an orchard to produce Cider apples or Perry pears. Unfortunately most of 
these have been grubbed out which is a pity as they are a valuable habitat for wildlife. It is well 
worth looking around the church at Slimbridge which is one of the most imposing in the vale.  


